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LAND USE REPORTING AND 
ACCOUNTING (INCLUDING CDM 
AND JI) 



REPORTING VERSUS ACCOUNTING 

�  Reporting:  process of 
accumulating, organizing, 
storing, and accessing the 
information on activity data, 
emission factors and calculation 
equations  
�  Describe the amount and trends in 

emissions and removals of a 
particular country, sector, gas, etc.  

�  Assess the quantities that are 
relevant for accounting  

�  Accounting:  process of 
comparing the reported 
quantities with a pre-defined 
standard or emission target, a 
comparison which is made using 
a pre-defined set of accounting 
rules  

Source: Paulo Canaveira   



NC VERSUS BR 

National 
Communication (NC): 
�  Annex I Parties are 

required to prepare and 
submit NCs to the COP 
on the implementation of 
their commitments under 
the Convention in 
accordance with Articles 4 
and 12 thereof 

Biennial reports (BRs):  
� Annex I Parties shall 

submit BRs, which outline 
the progress made in 
achieving emission 
reductions and providing 
financial, technological and 
capacity-building support 
to non-Annex I Parties 



NC CONTENT 

�  For Annex I Parties, NCs under the Convention contain information on 
the following, in accordance with the reporting guidelines contained in 
decision 4/CP.5: 
�  National circumstances relevant to GHG emissions and removals;  

�  The national GHG inventory;  

�  Climate-related policies and measures;  

�  GHG projections and the total effect of policies and measures; 

�  Vulnerability assessment, climate change impacts and adaptation measures; 

�  Financial resources and technology transfer to developing country Parties; 

�  Research and systematic observation;  

�  Education, training and public awareness in relation to climate change. 



BR CONTENT 

�  Decision 19/CP.18 adopted the biennial report common tabular format 
(BR CTF) for the “UNFCCC biennial reporting guidelines for developed 
country Parties” 

�  The BR CTF, as contained in the annex to decision 19/CP.18, consists of 
27 tables designed to facilitate the provision of information by 
developed country Parties on:  
�  Greenhouse gas (GHG) emission trends 

�  Description of quantified economy-wide emission reduction target 

�  Progress in achievement of this target 

�  GHG projections 

�  Provision of financial, technological and capacity building support 



CTF TABLES 



CTF TABLES 



CTF TABLES 



CTF TABLES 



NC AND BR “REVIEW” 

�  According to decision 23/CP.19, the objectives of the review of NCs and 
BRs under the Convention are: 
�   To provide, in a facilitative, non-confrontational, open and transparent manner, a thorough, 

objective and comprehensive technical review of all aspects of the implementation of the 
Convention by individual Annex I Parties and Annex I Parties as a group; 

�   To promote the provision of consistent, transparent, comparable, accurate and complete 
information by Annex I Parties; 

�  To assist Annex I Parties in improving their reporting of the information contained in their 
GHG inventories, BRs and NCs and pursuant to other relevant decisions of the COP and 
the implementation of their commitments under the Convention; 

�  To ensure that the COP has accurate, consistent and relevant information in order to 
review the implementation of the Convention. 

�  The reviews do not constitute a political judgment on individual Annex I 
Parties’ performance or level of effort 



INTERNATIONAL ASSESSMENT AND 
REVIEW (IAR) 

�  The IAR process comprises two steps:  
�  Technical review of the national reports of each developed country; 
�  Multilateral assessment of the progress towards achieving the economy-wide target 

by developed country Parties 

�  Started in January 2014, with the submission of the sixth national 
communications and the first biennial reports from Annex I Parties and 
the technical review of these reports by international expert review 
teams 

�  First round of the MA working group session will be convened at SBI 41 
in Lima, where 17 Annex I Parties will be multilaterally assessed 

�  Remaining Annex I Parties will be assessed next year at SBI 42 (June 
2015, Bonn) and at SBI 43 (December 2015, Paris)  



REPORTING PRINCIPLES AND 
OBJECTIVES OF REVIEWS  



REPORTING PRINCIPLES AND 
OBJECTIVES OF REVIEWS  



WORKFLOW OF THE REVIEW OF NC 
UNDER THE CONVENTION 



LULUCF ACCOUNTING UNDER KP 

�  In contrast to emissions from  Annex A sources, the KP requires Parties 
to account for emissions and removals from LULUCF activities by 
adding to or subtracting from their initial assigned amount 

�  Net removals from LULUCF activities result in the issuance of 
additional emission allowances, called removal units or RMUs, which 
a Party may add to its assigned amount 

�  Parties must account for any net emissions from LULUCF activities by 
cancelling Kyoto Protocol units 

�  Calculation of the quantity of emission allowances to be issued or 
cancelled is subject to specific rules, which differ for each LULUCF 
activity 



LULUCF ACCOUNTING UNDER KP 

�  For the 2nd commitment period decision 6/CMP.9 stipulates that, for the 
purpose of providing information on anthropogenic GHG emissions by 
sources and removals by sinks from LULUCF activities Parties included 
in Annex I shall apply: 
�  2006 IPCC Guidelines 

�  2013 Revised Supplementary Methods and Good Practice Guidance Arising from the 
Kyoto Protocol in a manner consistent with decision 2/CMP.7 

�  Wetland drainage and rewetting (if elected) shall be provided according to 
regulations contained in the 2013 Supplement to the 2006 IPCC Guidelines for 
National Greenhouse Gas Inventories: Wetlands 



LULUCF ACCOUNTING UNDER KP 



JI “REPORTING AND ACCOUNTING” 

�  According to decision 9/CMP.1, paragraph 4, JI LULUCF projects shall 
conform to definitions, accounting rules, modalities and guidelines under 
Article 3, paragraphs 3 and 4, of the Kyoto Protocol 

�  Project participants shall submit a completed JI LULUCF project design 
document (PDD) to an accredited independent entity (AIE) under the 
verification procedure under the JISC, as defined in the JI guidelines, 
paragraphs 30-45 



NC VERSUS BUR 

National 
Communication: 
� Non-Annex I Parties are 

required to prepare and 
submit NCs to the COP 
on the implementation of 
their commitments under 
the Convention in 
accordance with Articles 4 
and 12 thereof 

Biennial update reports:  
� Non-Annex I Parties shall 

submit BURs, with an 
update to the most 
recently submitted 
national communication 



NON-ANNEX I NC 



NON-ANNEX I NC 



BUR CONTENT 

�  Information on national circumstances and institutional arrangements relevant to the 
preparation of NCs on a continuous basis; 

�  The national inventory of anthropogenic emissions by sources and removal by sinks of all 
GHGs not controlled by the Montreal Protocol, including a national inventory report; 

�  Information on mitigation actions and their effects, including associated methodologies 
and assumptions; 

�  Constraints and gaps, and related financial, technical and capacity needs, including a 
description of support needed and received; 

�  Information on the level of support received to enable the preparation and submission of 
biennial update reports; 

�  Information on domestic measurement reporting and verification; 
�  Any other information that the non-Annex I Party considers relevant to the achievement 

of the objective of the Convention and suitable for inclusion in its biennial update report. 



INTERNATIONAL CONSULTATION 
AND ANALYSIS (ICA) 

�  COP17 adopted the modalities and guidelines for ICA (contained in 
 annex IV of decision 2/CP.17) 

�  The ICA process will consist of the following two steps: 
�  A technical analysis of the BURs 

�  A facilitative sharing of views 

�  First rounds of ICA will be conducted commencing within 6 months of the 
submission of the first round of BURs (December 2014); 

�  Frequency of participation in subsequent rounds of ICA, based on their 
respective capabilities and national circumstances, and special flexibility for 
small island developing States and the least developed country Parties, will 
be determined by the frequency of the submission of biennial update 
reports    



CDM “REPORTING 
AND ACCOUNTING” 



SOCIAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
SAFEGUARDS 



SOCIAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROVISIONS IN THE UNFCCC 

 
 
Preamble: “Affirming that responses to climate change should be 
coordinated with social and economic development in an 
integrated manner with a view to avoiding adverse impacts on the 
latter, taking into account the legitimate priority needs of developing 
countries for the achievement of sustained economic growth and the 
eradication of poverty”. 

 



SOCIAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROVISIONS IN THE UNFCCC 

 
Article 2,. “The ultimate objective… stabilization of GHG 
concentrations in the atmosphere at a level that would prevent 
dangerous anthropogenic interference with the climate system. Such a 
level should be achieved within a time-frame sufficient to allow 
ecosystems to adapt naturally to climate change, to ensure that 
food production is not threatened and to enable economic 
development to proceed in a sustainable manner.” 

 



SOCIAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROVISIONS IN THE UNFCCC 

 

Article 4, Commitments: “All parties… Take climate change 
considerations into account, to the extent feasible, in their relevant 
social, economic and environmental policies and actions, and employ 
appropriate methods, for example impact assessments, 
formulated and determined nationally, with a view to minimizing 
adverse effects on the economy, on public health and on the 
quality of the environment, of projects or measures undertaken by 
them to mitigate or adapt to climate change” 



KYOTO PROTOCOL (ART. 2) 

Each Party included in Annex I, in achieving its quantified emission 
limitation and reduction commitments …., in order to promote 
sustainable development, shall implement and/or further elaborate 
policies and measures in accordance with its national circumstances, 
such as: 

(ii) Protection and enhancement of sinks and reservoirs of greenhouse gases …, 
taking into account its commitments under relevant international 
environmental agreements; promotion of sustainable forest 
management practices, afforestation and reforestation; 

(iii) Promotion of sustainable forms of agriculture in light of climate change 
considerations; 



LULUCF DECISION  
(16/CMP.1) 

Affirms that the following principles govern the treatment of land use, land-
use change and forestry activities: 

 

(e) That the implementation of land use, land-use change and forestry 
activities contributes to the conservation of biodiversity and 
sustainable use of natural resources 
(f) That accounting for land use, land-use change and forestry does not 
imply a transfer of commitments to a future commitment period 

(g) That reversal of any removal due to land use, land-use change and 
forestry activities be accounted for at the appropriate point in time 



CLEAN DEVELOPMENT MECHANISM 
(CDM) 

The Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) includes both 
general social and environmental provisions, and some that are 
specific to afforestation/reforestation (A/R) projects:  

� Contribution to sustainable development: All CDM projects must 
receive a Letter of Approval from the host country Designated 
National Authority (DNA) that confirms the project contributes 
to the country’s sustainable development. The application of this 
requirement is left up to the country.   



CDM CONT. 

Special requirements for A/R projects: Requirements for A/R projects to 
document environmental impacts, including on biodiversity and 
natural ecosystems, and impacts outside the project boundary 
area.  
The Project Design Document (PDD) for A/R CDM reflects this 
environmental requirement and also requires analysis of significant 
socioeconomic impacts, including outside the project boundary.  If any 
environmental or socioeconomic impact is considered significant by 
the project participants or the host Party, an impact assessment is 
required and a description of planned monitoring and remedial 
measures to address such impacts. 



JOINT IMPLEMENTATION (JI) 

� LULUCF JI projects requires project proponents to document an 
analysis of environmental impacts, including transboundary 
impacts, in accordance with procedures of the host country and, if 
impacts are considered significant by project participants or the 
host country, undertake an environmental impact assessment.  

� Social impacts are not included in the Project Design Document 
Form and no explicit social safeguards are mentioned in JI 
requirements.  



JOINT IMPLEMENTATION (JI) CONT. 

 

� Stakeholder comments on the LULUCF project must also be 
provided. In addition, any leakage effects must be estimated, 
monitored and its treatment documented. 

� Finally, because Annex I countries are required to account for the 
net emissions or sequestration from land use, if a reversal occurs 
in a JI forestry project it will be captured in the national accounting 
and the liability would fall on the host country. 



REDD+ SAFEGUARDS 

a)  Consistency with the objectives of national forest programs and with 
relevant international conventions and agreements; 

b)  Transparent and effective national forest governance structures; 

c)  Respect for the knowledge and rights of indigenous peoples and members of 
local communities; 

d)  Full and effective participation of relevant stakeholders; 

e)  Consistency with the conservation of natural forests and biological diversity 
and enhancing social and environmental benefits; 

f)  Addressing the risks of reversals; 

g)  Reducing displacement of emissions. 



 
SAFEGUARDS INFORMATION 

SYSTEMS (SIS) 

� Developing countries participating in REDD+ are requested 
to develop a system for providing information on how the 
safeguards are being addressed and respected throughout 
the implementation of the five REDD+ activities, while 
respecting sovereignty; 



SAFEGUARDS INFORMATION 
SYSTEMS  

Decision 12/CP.17: 
� developing countries, should provide a summary of 

information on how all of the safeguards are being addressed 
and respected throughout the implementation of the 
activities; 

� the summary of information should be provided periodically 
and be included in national communications, ….., or 
communication channels agreed by the Conference of the 
Parties 



SUMMARY OF INFORMATION ON 
SAFEGUARDS  

� The summary of information could also be provided, on a 
voluntary basis, via the web platform on the UNFCCC 
website 

� To obtain and receive results-based payments Parties should 
provide the most recent summary of information on how 
all of the safeguards, have been addressed and respected 
before they can receive results based payments 



STATE OF PLAY 
At present, most developing countries are working to decide how 
to address and respect the safeguards. This can include: 

� A review of relevant Policies, Laws and Regulations (PLRs) in 
order to identify gaps between existing PLRs and the globally 
proposed safeguard measures; 

� An analysis of lessons learned from the application of safeguards 
in REDD+ pilot projects; 

� An analysis of other safeguards initiatives at global level; 
� An analysis of experiences in other  countries. 



QUESTIONS 
�  Please submit questions in writing using the IM function. Send messages 

to @All 

�  A recording of today’s webinar will be available at http://ghginstitute.org 
shortly.  A link will also be emailed to registered participants.    

�  The GHGMI webpage will contain an interactive comments section if 
you would like to continue the discussion or ask questions of the 
presenters. 

�  For additional questions please email us directly: 

�  Marcelo Rocha:  marcelo.trocha@fabricaethica.com.br  

�  Peter Iversen:  peteraai@yahoo.dk  

�  Robert O’Sullivan: robert.osullivan@fcmcglobal.org  




