
The U.S. Forest Service International Programs works with Congo Basin governments to sustainably manage 
forest landscapes and reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. These efforts aim to improve livelihoods, 
conserve biodiversity, and stabilize the global climate. Currently, the region has few women in technical roles 
related to natural resource management and climate action. Many countries also face challenges meeting their 
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) reporting requirements due to a 
lack of national GHG accounting experts.

To address these challenges, the U.S. Forest Service International Programs, with funding from the U.S. 
Department of State’s Climate Fellows Program, launched the Central Africa Women’s Initiative for Climate 
Action (WICA) in January 2021. This initiative, which focuses on strengthening women’s skills and involvement 
in climate action, was initially implemented in Cameroon, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Gabon, and 
the Republic of the Congo. WICA has since expanded its programs to the Central African Republic and 
Equatorial Guinea. 

Through various activities such as in-person workshops, virtual webinars, self-learning courses, internships, and 
participation in national and international conferences, WICA participants gain knowledge in GHG accounting 
under the Enhanced Transparency Framework of the Paris Agreement and deepen their understanding of 
climate change diplomacy. These activities are carried out in collaboration with regional GHG experts, national 
partners, and international institutions.

WICA is currently funded by the inter-agency U.S. Government technical assistance program SilvaCarbon, USAID’s 
Central Africa Regional Program for the Environment (CARPE), and the U.S. Forest Service International Programs.
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Original WICA countries

Country added in WICA 2

Country added in WICA 3 & 4

PROGRAM COMPONENTS

National workshops on 
introduction to climate 
change

Webinars on GHG 
accounting and 
international reporting 
frameworks

GHGMI Diploma Program 
on GHG Measurement 
Reporting and Verification 
(MRV)*

Internships with national 
institutions and 
international partners*

Participation in regional 
and international climate 
meetings*

Establishment of national 
and regional networks of 
young-women professionals 
in climate fields

Leadership training

Final close-out meeting for 
diploma holder individuals*

*Select fellows
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SCOPE
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WICA 1

35 
diplomas

awarded 

105 
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participants

70 
women 
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in the degree 
program
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total

participants

25 
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total

participants

Funded by:
U.S. Department of State 
Climate Fellows Program

Funded by:
•	 SilvaCarbon

•	 U.S. Forest Service 
International Programs

Funded by:
•	 SilvaCarbon

•	 U.S. Forest Service 
International Programs

•	 USAID’s Central Africa 
Regional Program 
for the Environment 
(CARPE)

4 
countries

included

WICA 2

WICA 3&4

5 
countries

included

6 
countries

included



women in the wica 
network

335335 

1313 

24 

18 

PROGRAM IMPACT

wica alumnae employed or enrolled 
in climate-related positions or 
higher studies (self-reported)

fellows attended international climate 
events including unfccc cop

wica alumnae registered on the 
unfccc roster of experts

60 ghgmi mrv 
diploma holders and 70 fellows currently enrolled 

in the degree program

52 internships completed and 40 more anticipated



“Through WICA, i acquired the knowledge necessary to Through WICA, i acquired the knowledge necessary to 
collaborate with experts in my countrycollaborate with experts in my country  to estimate and report our 
efforts to combat climate change in our first biennial transparency 
report to the unfccc. The program has also boosted my passion for 
research.”

Shanwoul-K Nee Raïssa Josiane Mordomti-Bangassi

WICA Alumna | Central African Republic

“WICA has been instrumental in improving my understanding of 
the importance of greenhouse gas accounting in the fight against 
climate change. The courses and mentorship set me on the right 
path and i am now working with national experts to elaborate 
national climate change reports. Thanks to WICA, i can make real-Thanks to WICA, i can make real-
life contributions to the fight against climate change.life contributions to the fight against climate change.”

Mbia Bourdettes Sandy Joan

WICA Alumna | Gabon

“The battle against climate change will not be won without the 
full involvement of women, which is why WICA’s training program WICA’s training program 
puts women at the heart of the fight against climate change.puts women at the heart of the fight against climate change.”  

Gilbert Nzobadila 

WICA instructor, greenhouse gas accounting in the energy 
sector | RoC

“The WICA program is a transformative initiative that enables 
young women in Central and West Africa to develop crucial 
skills to become leaders in their communities. By investing in their 
potential, we are building a more equitable and resilient future, we are building a more equitable and resilient future, 
where these women play a central role in creating sustainable where these women play a central role in creating sustainable 
solutions to the challenges of our time.solutions to the challenges of our time.” 

Moussa Jules Maxime NGuemadji 

WICA instructor, introduction to climate change and cross-
cutting issues | Cameroon

TESTIMONIALS

“We are building 
a more equitable 

and resilient 
future, where 

these women 
play a central 

role in creating 
sustainable 

solutions to the 
challenges of 

our time.”

CONTACT

Madhy Poba | madhy.poba@fs-ip.us
Gabon Program Manager

U.S. Forest Service International Programs

Ashley Lehman | ashley.d.lehman@usda.gov
Africa Climate Change Program Specialist

U.S. Forest Service International Programs www.usfscentralafrica.org/WICA
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